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Prayer for the Month of May
“This too shall pass away”
“Weeping may endure for a night but Joy
cometh in the morning.” Psalm 30 v 5
Our hope rests in you, Ever Loving Lord,
hope that the sun will shine tomorrow,
hope that the grass and flowers, crops and trees may grow,
hope in each baby being born,
hope that caring for all creatures and fellow people
of our shared world will be restored and kindness
and gratitude will prosper between us.
As we move forward from this Silent Spring,
as the trees clothe themselves in a mantle of
gentle green freshness, we pray that the days
may be filled with promise and hope.
Jesus said, “I will be with you always”
AMEN
Prayer by Chris Watson

th

10 November
From the Register
of Services
March & April 2020
Funeral
31st March
1st April
2nd April
16th April
20th April
23rd April
27th April
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Christine Harbord
Gillian Terry
Anthony ‘Tony’ James Tyler
Joyce Leaworthy
Alan Peter Vine
Lily Mansfield
Clifford Thomas Gilbey

(aged 68 years)
(aged 74 years)
(aged 87 years)
(aged 81 years)
(aged 89 years)
(aged 97 years)
(aged 92 years)

Greetings from the Vicarage
So we are all finding ourselves living in a very different reality. Easter was the
strangest experience, being unable to gather to recall the condemnation,
crucifixion and resurrection of our Lord. We were able to upload worship onto
the website and onto Facebook and I do hope you have been able to join in.
For those without access to social media, I do hope that these monthly magazines
are helpful in keeping you in touch. It is so important at this time for us to have
some routine, it is a gift to have time to contemplate our spiritual needs, to read
scripture and to worship God, in the quiet of our own homes. At the time of
writing there is no sign at all that the restrictions will be lifted soon.
If you can access social media, do join us daily at 8.40am and 5.30pm either on
our website: www.stmarybroomfield.org or our Face Book
Page www.facebook.com/stmary.broomfield.7
However, some things are continuing. Bishop Stephen laid down the Chelmsford
Diocesan Crozier on Easter day, 12th April. We are all being asked to commit to
praying and discerning the needs of this vast diocese and thinking about the
appointment of the next Bishop of Chelmsford. All Incumbents have been asked
to share this request with the people of their parishes:
Help Identify the Next Bishop of Chelmsford
On 12 April 2020 Bishop Stephen Cottrell left his role of Bishop of
Chelmsford after nearly a decade in post. Later this year he will
become the Archbishop of York. All of us at thank him for his
huge contribution to our diocese and we will be praying for him
and his wife Rebecca as they embark on a new chapter in their
ministry.
The process to discern who God is calling to be the next Bishop of
Chelmsford is now underway. A diocesan consultation will open
on the 11 May and submissions are welcome from individuals as
well as parishes and church groups. We’ll be organising a
discussion to inform a submission from our parish soon.
This is the prayer for discernment which we encourage you to say
as we embark on this important period for our diocese.
God of provision and care,
discernment and knowledge:
lead us in your love,
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empower us by your Spirit,
and equip us with your gifts;
give us hearts full of love for all people,
minds open to the signs of the times,
and wisdom to know how to respond
to the voice of your calling;
We ask this through him whose coming is certain,
whose day draws near, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
We can all be part of this important discernment process, if you have any
thoughts during prayer, or after, do jot them down. We will have the opportunity
to share our thoughts about this most important subject.
So we continue to ‘Stay Home, Protect the NHS and Save Lives’! Do please pass
details of our online worship to anyone you know who might like to begin
worshipping with. Do also feel free to give out the Duty Phone number to
anyone you know... I would rather people heard 10 times than not at all.
Do please continue to pray for our Government, the NHS and front line staff,
those who work in care homes or care for a loved one at home, those who are
unwell, those who are frightened, those who are isolated.
If you need any spiritual support, or know anyone who does please do not
hesitate to contact Anne, Diana or me.
With every blessing

Carolyn
Lockdown
Introvert View
Finally, introverts experience a world that is suited to us. All events cancelled,
we don’t even have to go to the trouble of flaking out. No one is making random
small talk or physical contact. Everybody minding their business.
Extrovert view
Once this is all over, I’m hugging everybody. Get ready for long, awkward hugs.
I’m gonna make it weird.
Thought for the Day
Introverts, check in on your extrovert friends. They have no idea how this works.

4

Dear Friends

Comment

I am writing as we await news of the lockdown extension and am braced for
weeks more of restrictions as are we all. Like many of us, I find myself at
times oddly settled into a new normal ......queueing to shop, cooking what’s
available, watching streamed plays on TV and making all jobs take longer than
they need. But at other times intensely sad and frustrated, aware of how much
has changed and how much has been lost, not least loved ones.
For most of us the term furlough was unheard of, sounding as it does vaguely
like the furlong of horse racing commentaries. Now it’s familiar; two of our
daughters are furloughed and striving to keep themselves occupied in the limbo
that provides.
And there are so many who have fallen through loopholes in the provisions
made so far: the care home residents and workers, the zero hours “employees”,
the bereaved without the comfort of family and friends beside them at funerals.
Amidst it all, on days when we are coping and days when we are not, it’s good
to remember those locked down disciples after Easter, shut away behind walls
and locked doors in fear and trembling, uncertain what is going on, what will
happen, what the future holds......and into that isolated anxiety Jesus comes,
through the walls and doors and barriers we place around ourselves. And he
says “Peace be with you” and those who heard his words and saw his face were
gladdened.

We too can see his face, in the faces of those who come to us: the postman, the
carer, the delivery driver. We too can hear his voice in those who phone us to
keep our spirits up and check on our welfare. Jesus Christ is not locked down,
he is risen and he is among us and with us. And he offers us his peace
continually, and especially when we find it difficult to embrace
Yours in Christ

Rev’d. Anne
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Readings for May
Although we cannot meet to hear the word of God read in church, we can commit
to reading the passages set for each Sunday. Carolyn will put a sermon on the
website each week which relates to the readings listed.
Sunday 3rd May
10.30 am

Fourth Sunday of Easter
Online Eucharist and Homily

5.30 pm

Evening Prayer online

Sunday 10th May Fifth Sunday of Easter
10.30 am
Online Eucharist and Homily
5.30 pm

Evening Prayer online

Wednesday 13th May
10.00 am
Mid week Eucharist online
Sunday 17th May Sixth Sunday of Easter
10.30 am
Online Eucharist and Homily
5.30 pm

Evening Prayer online

Sunday 24th May The Seventh Sunday of Easter
10.30 am
Online Eucharist and Homily
5.30 pm

Evening Prayer online

Sunday 31st May
10.30 am

Pentecost
Online Eucharist and Homily

5.30 pm

Evening Prayer online
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Acts 2: 42 – end
John 10: 1 – 10
Psalm 23
Acts 2: 42 – end
John 10: 1 – 10
1 Peter 2: 2 – 10
Acts 7: 55 – end
John 14: 1 – 14
Psalm 75
Zechariah 4: 1 – 10
Revelation 21: 1 – 14

Acts 12: 24 – 13: 5
John 12: 44 – end
1 Peter 3: 13 – end
Acts 17: 22 – 31
John 14: 15 – 21
Psalm 54
Zechariah 8: 1 - 13
Revelation 21: 22 – 22: 5
Ezekiel 36: 24 – 28
Acts 1: 6 – 14
John 17: 1 – 11
Psalm 47
2 Samuel 23: 1 – 5
Ephesians 1: 15 – end
Acts 2: 1 – 21
John 7: 37 – 39
Psalm 87
Acts 2: 1 – 21
John 7: 37 – 39

The beauty of creation.
Oh the glory of creation in all around I see.
I sense God’s tender love is looking back at me.
We now have time to stand and stare and take in all the sounds:
of rustling leaves, the robin’s song and bees buzzing around.
See the beauty of creation, it will not fade away.
The joy of watching nature bloom, a miracle each day.
Thank God for His creation, the sunshine and the rain.
Whatever we are going through, we know He feels our pain.
But though we can’t see loved ones, have hugs or hold their hand,
the Good Shepherd’s hands are stronger and will lift us when we’re down.
For the wonders of creation, give praise all the day long.
Burst into song within your heart, and thank the Holy One.
Sometimes we ask the question, when will these troubles end?
Be assured, Jesus is with us, our Saviour and our Friend.

Val Vicary

Keep Smiling
Q: What's the best thing about Switzerland?
A; I don't know but the flag is a big plus.
I invented a new word. Plagiarism!
Did you hear about the mathematician who was afraid of negative numbers?
He'll stop at nothing to avoid them!
Helvetica and Times New Roman walk into a bar. 'Get of out here' the barman
says 'We don't serve your type!"
Yesterday I saw a chap spill all his Scrabble letters in the road. I asked him,
'What's the word on the street?'
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Being Tested
The Bible tells us : “Do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as
though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice that you
participate in the sufferings of Christ , so that you may be overjoyed when His
glory is revealed.” (1Peter 4:12-13). In The Message bible, Eugene Peterson
paraphrases Peter’s words: “ Friends when life gets really difficult, don’t jump to
the conclusion that God isn’t on the job. Instead be glad that you are in the very
thick of what Christ experienced . This is a spiritual refining process, with glory
just around the corner.” Times of testing feel strange, but they are normal and
necessary. They are how you grow in grace. They are how God equips and
prepares you to do great things in His kingdom. God never afflicts us, but He
most assuredly tests us. And His tests measure us, and strengthen our faith,
purify us and cause us to grow spiritually. To quote the apostle Paul: “ Every
detail works to your advantage and to God’s glory: more and more grace, more
and more people, more and more praise. So we’re not giving up. How could we.
Even on the outside it often looks like things are falling apart on us, on the
inside, where God is making life new, not a day goes by without His unfolding
grace. ( 2 Corinthians 4:15-17 The Message) If you could see the blessing that’s
waiting for you on the other side of this painful trial, you would cancel your pity
party and start planning your promotion party.
Source United Christian Broadcast Word for Today.

Get collecting:
Empty Crisp packets of all types of crisps, printer ink
Cartridges, thick plastic which holds cans of drinks
together BUT NO popcorn packets, please.
Please bring your crisp packets to the church and Glynis will deliver them to the
Guide Dogs for the Blind Association. They have a source which will give them
money for all of these things. The plastic is turned into beach shoes and benches.
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Visit the C of E online page
There is now a range of digital resources for to you connect with God at this
difficult time. These include:
Time to Pray app (https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/apps/time-to-pray) which
is free and has an accompanying daily audio offering on SoundCloud and
iTunes.
Mental health reflections (https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/
mental-health-resources/supporting-good-mental-health)
Tips to tackle isolation (https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/mentalhealth-resources/dealing-loneliness-and-isolation-five-top-tips)
Finally, there are the Church’s smart speaker apps, which provide a range of
Christian resources. https://www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/our-smartspeaker-apps In March alone, the number of people using the Alexa app rose
by more than 70 per cent.
More details at: https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/churchonline
For those without internet the CofE’s FREE phone number that provides a
24hr service/hymns etc is 0800 8048044 Daily Hope.

A very special Christian Aid Week celebration
Please join us for our live Christian Aid Week Sunday service on the 10th May
at 1pm introduced by Amanda Mukwashi, Christian Aid’s Chief Executive, we
will have special guest speakers, prayers from our partners and a Sermon from
Dr Rowan Williams.
Throughout Christian Aid Week (Monday 11th to Saturday 16th May) we will
also be streaming short reflections each day so please join with us as we stand
together in love and solidarity with our brother and sisters around the world.
www.christianaid.org.uk/christian-aid-week/daily-prayer-reflection

And send an e-envelope:
https://envelope.christianaid.org.uk/?
utm_source=christianaid&utm_medium=email&utm_content=txt-headerCAWEnvelope&utm_campaign=20200427-CA-CAW-Org-4
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2020: WHO’s Year of the Nurse
When the World Health Organisation (WHO) decided to make 2020 the Year of
the Nurse and Midwife, they based it on the 200th anniversary of Florence
Nightingale’s birth on 12th May 1820. But with the arrival of the coronavirus, it
is a remarkably apt year to celebrate all that nurses do for us.
As the International Council of Nurses (ICN) says: “All around the world, nurses
are working tirelessly to provide the care and attention people need, whenever
and wherever they need it. Nurses are central to the delivery of health care;
nurses are making an invaluable contribution to the health of people globally.”
Nursing as a vocation goes back to the Early Church. When plague struck the
Roman world in the third century, it was Christians who tended the sick and
dying, often at great personal cost. Their self-sacrifice made a huge impression
on Roman society. Centuries later, in medieval Europe, it was the monastic
orders that provided health care.
Still centuries later, during the Crimean War (1853-56) Florence Nightingale
saved thousands of lives when she transformed the field hospitals, hugely
improving the standards of care for wounded and dying soldiers.
In fact, Florence Nightingale deserves the
credit for establishing the modern
profession of nursing and its structures of
training. Although of course medical
science has advanced since her time, the
basic ethos of nursing care remains
today close to Nightingale’s vision.
Nursing is frequently described as a
vocation, and it is one to which many
Christians are called. Nightingale wrote
of being ‘called’ by God, after having had
a vivid religious conversion as a teenager.
Writing in February 1837, she stated:
“God has spoken to me and called me to
His Service.”
Four years before going to Crimea, she
studied at a Lutheran religious
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community in Germany which trained deaconesses in medical skills, nursing,
and theology. Many of the ideas that Nightingale adopted for her nurses came
from that religious community.
Thus, Nightingale’s training programme was not solely devoted to secular
medical sciences. Her student nurses were required to attend chapel, and her
nurses read prayers on the wards. Nightingale wrote many letters of spiritual
encouragement to her students. To one, she wrote that Christ considered it an
“honour to serve the poorest and the meanest… He will not give His crown
except to those who have borne His cross… Enduring hardship is what He
encourages and rewards.”
The Bishop of London, the Rt Revd Sarah Mullally trained and worked as a
nurse before being appointed to senior positions in the Health Service. She was
Chief Nursing Officer for England between 1999 to 2004.
She says: “I became a Christian as a teenager and wanted to follow Christ with
my whole life. Rather than having two careers, I have had one vocation: to
follow Jesus Christ, to know Him, and to make Him known.”

Certainly, of all the professions, nursing has one of the strongest claims to being
rooted in the Gospel. Christian nurses implicitly witness to Christ in caring for
others.

Baby sitting
We encouraged our 18-year-old daughter to find a job to help pay for her college
education. One day she came home with five applications, and later that evening
we read them. Under ‘Previous Employment’, she listed ‘Baby sitting’. And
under ‘Reason for Leaving’ she wrote, ‘They came home’.

Rings
They have Dial-a-Prayer for atheists now - you call up and it rings and rings but
nobody answers.

Good view
At his wife’s insistence, a man purchased a home on a hilltop in a very exclusive
section of the community. “I’ll bet there is quite a view from way up there,” said
his friend enviously.
“Yes,” replied the homeowner in a resigned manner. “On a clear day you can
see the bank that holds the mortgage.”
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Broomfield’s
Cowboy
Afficionado
Broomfield is rightly famous for
having two very well known literary
vicars in the eighteenth century.
Thomas Cox was Broomfield’s
vicar from February 1685 to January
1734. He was a topographer and
translator as well as being a
clergyman. Among many
translations and writings, perhaps
his chief and best known work was
Rev’d Albert James Caton BA, BD, AKC “A new survey of Great Britain”, in
six volumes. On his death in 1734
Vicar of Broomfield 1957 – 1972
his place was taken by Philip
Morant, historian and clergyman.
His great work was the two volume “The History and the Antiquities of the
County of Wessex”.
But the Parish of Broomfield can boast another author. Perhaps not as highbrow
as Cox and Morant, but successful in his chosen genre, the Rev’d. Caton wrote a
succession of westerns, including the three pictured opposite. A strange choice of
subject for an Essex vicar most of us would think. Perhaps he’d been influenced
by earlier authors while growing up or maybe it was the cinema. Wikipedia notes
that the Western was the most popular subject for the Hollywood studios from
the early twentieth century through until the 1960s. Whatever the reason for his
interest he managed to publish a succession of books in the early 60s some of
which can still be found on second hand bookshops on the internet.
Albert James Caton was born in Forest Gate on 21 January 1906 and baptised a
week later in St Saviour’s church. Sister Alice Mabel was born in 1907 and
brother Frederick George in 1909. Brought up in West Ham he married Grace
Dorothy Baker in 1935 in St Saviour’s. For a while he was vicar at Romford,
moving to Broomfield in 1957. Rev’d. and Mrs Caton had one child Margaret.
Continued on page 14
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His organist from 1965 to 1972, John Berry, described him as being “a large,
genial, warm-hearted man, with whom it was a joy to work.”
He died in post on 15 February 1972 and is buried in the churchyard. Grace
survived him by 35 years. She died in Horsham in 2007 and is buried with
Rev’d. Caton.

Alun Powell

Top Ten Silliest Questions asked on a Cruise Ship
- Paul Grayson, Cruise Director for the Royal Caribbean Cruise Line
1. Do these steps go up or down?
2. What do you do with the beautiful ice carvings after they melt?
3. Which elevator do I take to get to the front of the ship?
4. Does the crew sleep on the ship?
5. Is this island completely surrounded by water?
6. Does the ship make its own electricity?
7. Is it salt-water in the toilets?
8. What elevation are we at?
9. There's a photographer on board who takes photos and displays them the next
day... the question was asked: ‘If the pictures aren't marked, how will I know
which ones are mine?’
10. What time is the Midnight Buffet being served?
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Miscellaneous observations on life
If you are swept off your feet, it’s time to get on your knees. - Fred Beck
If God sends us on stony paths, He gives us strong shoes. - Corrie Ten Boom
The word ‘comfort’ is derived from the words ‘con’ and ‘fort’, meaning ‘with
strength’. Jesus said that if we mourn, we shall be comforted. Behind the promise of his word lies the resurrection of Jesus Christ, where total defeat was turned
into glorious victory. - Sherwood Wirt
Be kind. Remember everyone you meet is fighting a hard battle. T H Thompson
Don’t aim at success – the more you aim at it and make it a target, the more you
are going to miss it. For success, like happiness, cannot be pursued; it must ensue, and it only does so as the unintended side-effect of one’s dedication to a
cause greater than oneself. - Viktor Frankl (Psychiatrist, concentration camp
survivor and author of Man’s Search for Meaning)
Let us endeavour so to live that when we die even the undertaker is sorry. - Mark
Twain
In my youth I thought of writing a satire on mankind, but now in my age I think I
should write an apology for them. - Hugh Walpole
Among the attributes of God, although they are all equal, mercy shines with even
more brilliancy than justice. - Cervantes
Man’s inhumanity to man makes countless thousands mourn. - Robert Burns
Method is like packing things in a box; a good packer will get in half as much
again as a bad one. - Cecil
It’s easy finding reasons why other folks should be patient. - George Eliot
It is necessary to draw near to God, but it is not required of you to prolong your
speech till everyone is longing to hear the word ‘Amen’. - C H Spurgeon
Prayer is the very life-breath of true Christianity. - J C Ryle
Prejudice is a loose idea, firmly held. - Anon
Those who think too much of themselves don’t think enough. - Amy Carmichael
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A Curate's Egg
Dear Friends,
What a strange time this is.
I’m sitting in the April sunshine writing this and watching the bees enjoying the
blossom on my neighbour’s cherry tree. The natural world has its own pace and
pattern and thankfully nature is unaffected by this pandemic and lockdown that
is turning our human patterns and plans upside down. Many of us feel lost and
unsettled as our usual routines are disrupted. Many of us have time on our hands
but somehow don’t quite feel able to settle to anything. The underlying sense of
anxiety and uncertainty is inescapable – we are suddenly adrift.
Part of our problem I think is that our sense of self-identity is usually tied very
much to what we do, so that when we stop doing things we lose our way a bit.
When we want to tell someone about ourselves, we tell them about the things we
do. We define ourselves to a large extent by our activities, and when those usual
activities are unavailable, we feel lost.
For Christians our church attendance is an important part of our life and
self-identity, and so when we can’t worship in our lovely building any more, or
meet and chat with our friends, then we feel really at sea. Our faith is our anchor
in life but it is connected closely to our church attendance and our church family
life, and losing this we feel suddenly that our faith itself is shaky. The very roots
of our self-identity are shaken.
This is the time to turn to prayer and to the quiet study of scripture. St Paul tells
us in Colossians 3:3 “your life is hidden with Christ in God”. Our true life, our
deepest self-identity is held securely with Christ in God and cannot be shaken. It
is a life that is hidden from the world, and often it is hidden from us too as we
rush around filling our time with all sorts of activities and making ourselves
much too busy to listen to Christ in our hearts. We take the life of Christ within
us for granted most of the time without realising the grace that we are carrying.
Perhaps this time of withdrawal from the world is an opportunity for us to give
thanks for the life of the Spirit that lives within us. Through the prayer of
listening we can discover afresh the deep joy of knowing ourselves held and
affirmed by God. In faith our deepest identity is secure and unshakeable in
Christ. We know through Him that our true identity is as a beloved child of God.

Rev’d. Diana
16

VE Day – the end of World War II in Europe
On May 8th the UK and Europe will be celebrating the seventy fifth anniversary
of the ending of the second world war in Europe. But unlike seventy five years
ago there will be few people on the streets celebrating the event. As I was
compiling this magazine I received my Royal British Legion magazine in the
post. It announced, unsurprisingly, that it was cancelling “its large scale national
events in London”, another victim of the COVID-19 pandemic. It was, however,
“working on alternative ways” to celebrate it including “possible television and
digital programming, with VE veterans participating remotely.”
Whatever the British Legion and television organise to celebrate the ending of
World War II, it will be much less exuberant than May 8th 1945 which had been
designated a public holiday. Then, there were crowds on streets throughout the
UK and especially in London.
The previous day the formal act of military surrender had been signed by
Germany, and celebrations broke out when the news was released. Big crowds
gathered in London, impromptu parties were held throughout the country, and
people danced and sang in the streets. King George VI and his family appeared
on the balcony of Buckingham Palace, and Churchill made a speech to huge
applause. The two princesses Elizabeth and Margaret mingled with the crowds
outside.
Many went into churches to give thanks – and to pray for those still involved in
the war in the Far East, because the real end of the war, Victory over Japan,
would not happen until 15th August. At St Paul’s Cathedral there were ten
consecutive services giving thanks for peace, each attended by thousands of
people.
The celebrations masked the fact that so many had lost family and friends, as
well as possessions and homes. But for the moment normal social conventions
broke down, strangers embraced, and love was in the air.
It might well be that we will be able to celebrate VJ day, the ending of the war
with Japan, in August as intended. More likely, however, is that there will be
sufficient social distancing rules in place to make even that more muted than
planned. Even so we should not forget the horrors of that, and indeed every other
war, and give grateful thanks to all those who gave their lives to keep the world
free.

Alun Powell
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People of the Bible
Jesse – Genesis: 22: 16-18
Jesse was the father of David which makes him
a very important part of the lineage of Christ.
Not much is known about Jesse as a person, as
we only tend to hear about him because of his
relationship to his famous son David. To
understand the history surrounding Jesse, we need to trace his family back to
Abraham, who was chosen by God to seed great nations, realms and lands that
God would bless. Several generations after Abraham we find Boas a wealthy,
God-fearing man from Bethlehem who marries Ruth. In time, Boas and Ruth’s
son Obed fathers Jesse, who eventually becomes the father of David, the blessed
one who becomes king of Israel.
We hear of Jesse in 1Samuel 16: who, when invited by the prophet Samuel to a
sacrificial feast takes his seven older sons leaving his youngest son David to tend
the sheep. However, this youngest son, the lowly shepherd boy, is God’s choice
to become king and much to everyone’s surprise God directs Samuel to anoint
David as the chosen one: a ruler who would be part of the lineage of Christ the
King. In the book of Isaiah, Jesse is mentioned as the stump from which a
branch (Christ) would come forth and bear everlasting fruit. It also sees
Bethlehem-the little town of Jesse-as the spring from which the King of all kings
would rise up.
Jesus came from a colourful background encompassing all types of people, and
although Jesse is a relatively minor character in the bible, he is part of the rich
line that is essential to God’s plan for all the nations of the world.
Point: Jesse’s name could be to us a symbol of hope for all who believe in the
Lord, no matter who we are, where we are from or what colour our skin.
Opinion: When I look back over my own life, it never fails to amaze me how
God manages to find all the pieces of puzzle that makes me who I am. Do you
feel the same? e: joan@grabawish.com
Bible Study: If you want to know more about bible classes here at St Mary’s
speak to any of the clergy team.

Joan Vine
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e:joan@grabawish.com
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Church Calendar
May 2020
As I write this in the middle of April we still have no idea when the Lock Down will
begin to be lifted. So it is with a heavy heart that I publish this calendar, assuming
that we will still be in Lock Down during May.
Therefore, the church will not be open for our usual worship.
However, we are regularly uploading worship onto our website and our Facebook
page daily prayer and weekly Eucharist services to sustain you through this difficult
time. Every Sunday and on all the feast days there will be worship provided through
these mediums.
Please do email a member of the ministry team if you have any pastoral needs, or if
you just fancy a chat. We will continue to serve you in whichever way we can, whilst
ensuring that we follow both Government and Church of England Guidance
Sunday 3rd May Fourth Sunday of Easter
10.30 am
Eucharist and Homily online
5.30 pm
Evening Prayer online
Sunday 10th May Fifth Sunday of Easter
10.30 am
Eucharist and Homily online
5.30 pm
Evening Prayer online
Wednesday 13th May
10.00 am
Mid-week Eucharist online with Homily
th
Sunday 17 May Sixth Sunday of Easter
10.30 am
Eucharist and Homily online
5.30 pm
Evening Prayer online
th
Sunday 24 May Seventh Sunday of Easter
10.30 am
Eucharist and Homily online
5.30 pm
Evening Prayer online
st
Sunday 31 May Pentecost
10.30 am
Eucharist and Homily online
5.30 pm
Evening Prayer online

for more details visit our website
www.stmarybroomfield.org
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Julian of Norwich, a voice from a distant cell
(celebrated on 8th May)
by Canon David Winter
Many years ago, studying English literature at university, I was intrigued to be
introduced to the work of Julian of Norwich. She was writing at the end of the
14th century, when our modern English language was slowly emerging from its
origins in Anglo-Saxon and Middle English.
Our lecturer was mainly concerned with her importance in the history of the
language (she was the first woman, and the first significant writer, to write in
English). But I was more intrigued by the ideas she was expressing. She was an
anchoress – someone who had committed herself to a life of solitude, giving
herself to prayer and fasting. St Julian’s, Norwich was the church where she had
her ‘cell’.
Her masterpiece, Revelations of Divine Love, reveals a mystic of such depth and
insight that today up and down Britain there are hundreds, possibly thousands, of
‘Julian Groups’ who meet regularly to study her writings and try to put them into
practise.
She is honoured this month in the Lutheran and Anglican Churches, but although
she is held in high regard by many Roman Catholics, her own Church has never
felt able to recognise her as a ‘saint’. This is probably because she spoke of God
as embracing both male and female qualities. Revelations is an account of the
visions she received in her tiny room, which thousands of pilgrims visit every
year.
Her most famous saying, quoted by T S Eliot in one of his poems, is ‘All shall be
well, and all shall be well, and all manner of thing shall be well.’ These words
have brought comfort and strength to many a soul in distress.
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K BOND BUILDING DESIGN

Architectural Services for Residential Properties.
Plans designed for Planning permission and Building Regulation
approvals.
Tel: 01245 248395
Mob: 07770 558622
Www.kbondbuildingdesign.co.uk
E-mail: bndkevin@aol.com
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Your

SHAPE
for God’s Service

Small informal group meetings, enabling people to
discern their gifts for God’s service.
This is a course to help you explore your relationship with God, the gifts
and talents that he has given you and how you can use your own
particular skills and personality in his service. It is a course that is
designed to help members of a church understand and appreciate one
another better, and encourage us all to take a full part in ensuring that
we are all active members of the body of Christ.

18th

The Course will run at St. Leonard’s Hall, Broomfield
at 7pm on Mondays:
May, 1st June, 8th June, 15th June, 29th June and Tuesday 7th July.
Refreshments will be served during the evening.
All are welcome

Covid-19 permitting
24

Booking your holiday on the net,
changing your car or house insurance,
or just considering a little retail therapy?
•

If you are then please consider using the easyfundraising route. It is easy,
there’s no cost to yourself and you will give the church’s finances a
significant boost.

•

So far over 31 members of us have signed up and together we have now
raised nearly £1,200. Holiday bookings have been known to raise in the
order of £30!

•

If you are interested in helping church finances in this way please contact me
and we’ll soon have you up and spending.

•

Congratulations and thank you to all those members of the congregation who
have used this method of raising money for the church. Give yourself a pat
on the back. We have now raised nearly £1,200 just by adding a few extra
clicks of the mouse when doing on-line shopping,

Alun Powell

Worth remembering
A man felt he was overloaded in the ‘trouble shooting department’ of his office,
until he found this memo on his desk. “Be thankful for the problems, for if they
were less difficult, someone with less ability would have your job.”
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Are you thinking of changing your home insurance provider? If so, you might
like to consider looking at the Ecclesiastical Insurance Group. If they suit your
needs and you swap to them the company is willing to give the church £130. The
group have recently re-introduced this scheme which will run until the end of
2020.

St Mary’s church buildings and contents are insured with the EIG as are,
probably, all of the parishes in the Diocese. One member of the congregation did
swap to the EIG when the scheme was last run and, as far as I am aware, have
been happy with the result.
It is important, however, as with any financial agreement, that proper
consideration is given to the details of the EIG scheme compared with your
current provider.

Alun Powell
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Local Electrician
www.electricianchelmsford.co.uk

Do you find it difficult to get someone to
come and do a small job?
Extra Lights Additional Sockets New Fuse Boards
Rewires New Installations
Landlord and Homebuyer inspections

Fault Finding and Repairs

------------------------------Qualified Electrician Fully Insured
Reliable Service Tidy Work
Free Quote Flexible Hours Reasonably Priced
Satisfaction Guaranteed
------------------------

I will assure you of a quick response,
and a reasonably priced service…

Call Steve on:
Mobile number 07943889979
Free phone 080011234616
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Crossword (answers on page 39

Across
1 ‘Therefore let us — passing judgment on one another’ (Romans 14:13) (4)
3 ‘I — — these persons here present’ (Marriage service) (4,4)
9 According to a prearranged timetable (Numbers 28:3) (7)
10 Group of eight (5)
11 The cell into which the Philippian jailer put Paul and Silas (Acts 16:24) (5)
12 — Taylor, pioneer missionary to China (6)
14 Otherwise known as the Eucharist, Breaking of Bread, the Lord’s Table (4,9)
17 ‘So that after I have preached to others, I — will not be disqualified for the prize’
(1 Corinthians 9:27) (6)
19 Attend to (3,2)
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Approximately (Acts 4:4) (5)
Tea rite (anag.) (7)
Rule of sovereign (8)
Test (anag.) (4)

Down
1 The name of the street where Judas lived in Damascus and where Saul of Tarsus
stayed (Acts 9:11) (8)
2 ‘The playing of the merry — , sweet singing in the choir’ (5)
4 ‘We have been saying that — — was credited to him as righteous’
(Romans 4:9) (8,5)
5 Dr Martyn — Jones, famous for his ministry at Westminster Chapel (5)
6 Port at which Paul landed on his way to Rome (Acts 28:13) (7)
7 Observe (Ruth 3:4) (4)
8 Minister of religion (6)
13 ‘I am — of this man’s blood. It is your responsibility’ (Matthew 27:24) (8)
15 ‘Greater love has no one than this, that he — — his life for his
friends’
(John 15:13) (3,4)
16 Archbishop who calculated that the world began in 4004BC (6)
18 ‘No one can — the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit’ (John
3:5) (5)
20 Establish by law (5)
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Try our May Sudokus (solutions on page 39)
Easy

Intermediate
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RHP Sports & Social (Bowls) Club Invites You

to take a look at what we have and what we do.
Whether you are male or female, whatever your age, why not give us
a try: Green Bowls, Carpet Bowls, Varied Social Programme
If interested then contact either.
Ian 01245 349212 Andrea 01245 269836 or John 01245 357177
Canterbury Way, St Fabians Drive CM1 2XN.
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Treasure discovered
In Saxon Way!

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

Found at the end of the road
DON’T BE LONELY
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Children's Corner

36

Children's Corner
Can you get through this maze?
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CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST
Andrew Marlow MSSCh MBChA

Treatment in the comfort of your own home

Mobile 07754 700950
e-mail...amarlowfeet@outlook.com
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Sidespersons
The Archbishops of Canterbury and York have issued advice
that all public worship be suspended until further notice.
PLEASE DO NOT ATTEND
if you are on the rota to act as Sidesperson
until further notice.

Answers to crossword on page 28.
ACROSS: 1, Stop. 3, Call upon. 9, Regular. 10, Octet. 11, Inner. 12, Hudson.
14, Holy Communion. 17, Myself. 19, See to. 22, About. 23, Iterate. 24,
Monarchy. 25, Stet.
DOWN: 1, Straight. 2, Organ. 4, Abraham’s faith. 5, Lloyd. 6, Puteoli. 7, Note.
8, Cleric. 13, Innocent. 15, Lay down. 16, Ussher. 18, Enter. 20, Enact. 21,
Balm.

Solution to Sudokus on page 30
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Andrew Marlow - Chiropodist/Podiatrist
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CONTACTS
Hon Secretary

Carol Knott
25 Church Green CM1 7BD

443363

Hon Treasurer

Alun Powell
14 Butlers Close CM1 7BE

442842

Safeguarding Officer Lisbeth Hardy

440443

Free Will
Offering Sec.

Margaret Powell

442842

Organists

Jill Parkin

460056

Little Lambs

Margaret Deacon

901413

St Mary’s
Ladies Group

Sue Cole

441157

Bible Reading
Fellowship

Margaret Ginn

440688

Bellringers

Linda Clements

422013

Flowers

Margaret Pinkerton

440226

Choir

Jill Parkin

460056

Fun Faith

Magazine Committee
Editor
Rev’d. Carolyn Tibbott
Assistant editor
Alun Powell
Committee
Peter Watson (advertisements)
Margaret Ginn
Margaret Clarke
Trudy Stevens

440318
442842
440174

The Church of St. Mary with St. Leonard,
serving God and the people of Broomfield
yesterday, today and tomorrow

for more details visit our website
www.stmarybroomfield.org

