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Prayer for the Month of April
EASTER DAWN
“Yours be the glory! Risen conquering Son;
endless is the Victory over Death You won.”
Lord we lift our hearts to You.
As the Dawn breaks on Easter Day,
may we carry the unity we share into every moment.
The veil of darkness transformed to the brightest light;
the most dreadful end,
became the most beautiful beginning.
The depths of despair
fade to reveal hope everlasting.
The sting of death,
defeated by Eternal Life.
We bless and praise You Lord for
your promise and hope of Easter.
AMEN
Adapted by Chris Watson

th
HOLY WEEK 10
REFLECTIONS
November

WITH

BISHOP JOHN PERUMBALATH,
BISHOP OF BRADWELL
WILL BE AVAILABLE ONLINE

VIA CHELMSFORD CATHEDRAL
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Greetings from the Vicarage

All the plans that I had to write you a letter about Lent and looking forward to
the joy of our celebratory worship at Easter have all come to nothing as the
church received the devastating news on the Church of England Website on
Tuesday 17th March, which I am sure you are all aware of. This is what we were
told…

In light of the Government guidance around
non-essential contact,
due to the Covid 19 Pandemic
the Archbishops of Canterbury and York
have issued advice that public worship is
suspended until further notice.
I really never anticipated the day when the church would withdraw its offerings
of public worship for an indefinite period. The Ministry Team here in
Broomfield, along with the PCC, were busy working up a Contingency Plan for
keeping worship and occasional offices going whilst keeping everyone safe
when this news arrived in our inboxes.
However, we will not be deterred from worshipping God, and celebrating Easter,
although you may need to access worship in different ways. These are some of
the things we are doing to support our community during this health crisis.
In the last few days I have created videos of Morning and Evening Prayer and
learned how to upload YouTube clips of hymns and prayers. I have even created
my own YouTube Channel and have been uploading the videos to our website:
www.stmarybroomfield.org and our Face Book Page www.facebook.com/
stmary.broomfield.7
Diana and I have pulled together a list of those who need pastoral care, those
who live alone and we have some wonderful Pastoral Assistants who have
offered to keep in touch with them.
I have started a WhatsApp group for daily prayer needs and if you would like to
join that you will need to text the Duty mobile phone 07464 321616 giving me
permission to add you. Please do also include your name in the text message as
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otherwise I may not know who you are!
The church will be opened for a short while most days. I will put the time on the
website so that you are aware. You are welcome to come in during those times
for private prayer, but please use the hand sanitiser as you arrive and please keep
a safe distance from anyone else who is in church.
We must all do our bit! So please can you give details of all the above to anyone
you know who might like to begin worshipping with us online or through Face
Book. Do give out the Duty Phone number to everyone you know... I would
rather people heard 10 times than not at all.
As we seek to find a way through this new challenge, please do pray for our
Government, the NHS and front line staff, those who care for a loved one at
home, those who are unwell or who are frightened.
Take care of yourselves, know that God loves you, Jesus died for you and the
Holy Spirit will strengthen you to do God's will.
If you need any spiritual support, or know anyone who does please do not
hesitate to contact Diana or me.
With every blessing

Carolyn
STOP PRESS...
ON SUNDAY EVENING (22 MARCH), BISHOP STEPHEN SENT A
LETTER TO ALL CHELMSFORD CHURCHES THAT WE WERE NO
LONGER TO OPEN THE CHURCH DAILY FOR PRIVATE PRAYER.
THIS IS TO SUPPORT THE GOVERNMENT MESSAGE THAT WE
SHOULD ALL BE ISOLATING AT HOME IN ORDER TO STOP COVID
19 SPREADING IN OUR COMMUNITIES.

Get collecting:
Empty Crisp packets of all types of crisps, printer ink
Cartridges, thick plastic which holds cans of drinks
together BUT NO popcorn packets, please.
Please bring your crisp packets to the church and Glynis will deliver them to the
Guide Dogs for the Blind Association. They have a source which will give them
money for all of these things. The plastic is turned into beach shoes and benches.
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Dear Friends

Comment

I am writing from France where I have been preparing to host a 5 day retreat
for our ministry team. It feels like a different world from Broomfield in March;
sunshine and blue skies and absolutely no concern about Coronavirus! Friends
still kiss in greeting, the shops are full of provisions and no shortage of hand
gel or toilet rolls! I find myself bemused. Is the U.K. completely over reacting,
hysteria whipped up by the media despite the measured advice of the Chief
Medical Officer? Or have the French just not grasped the reality of the
situation ? I suspect the truth lies somewhere between these two and by the
time this is published it may be clearer who was right .
On visiting a 12th century church in Venasque yesterday I made a fascinating
discovery . The building would be of similar age to our own St Mary’s and at
the time of building both were Roman Catholic Churches. You may have
noticed that the aisle at St Mary’s is not straight, there’s a slight kink at the end
of the nave as it continues into the chancel. This has always seemed an
endearing feature of our lovely church. I know Carolyn found it so when she
first visited St Mary’s before applying to be our vicar. And that was the extent
of my understanding; a slightly wonky aisle in a beloved church. However, in
Venasque I learned otherwise! The explanatory guide ( excuse my translation)
reads thus
“ the apse is not on the exact same axis as the nave of the church . One can see
in this architectural effect the beautiful symbolism of Christ’s head bending as
he died on the cross, the nave representing his body and the apse his head“
So who knew !! What a startling revelation just before Easter as we draw
closer and closer to thoughts of the crucifixion. The aisle is not wonky by
mistake but likely to be a deliberate feature, reflecting our church building’s
RC beginnings, reminding us each time we walk forward to receive
communion of the passion endured by Jesus for each one of us. As I ponder
this, my head too bends forward in gratitude and adoration.
Yours en France

Rev’d. Anne
5

Readings for April
Although we cannot meet to hear the word of God read in church, we can commit
to reading the passages set for each Sunday. Carolyn will put a sermon on the
website each week which relates to the readings listed.
Sunday 5th April
8.00 am

Palm Sunday
Holy Communion

10.30 am

Parish Eucharist

5.30 pm

Evening Prayer

Wed. 8th April
10.00 am

Holy Week
Midweek Communion

Sunday 12th April Easter Day
8.00 am
Holy Communion
10.30 am

Family Eucharist

5.30 pm

Evening Prayer

Sunday 19th April 2nd Sunday of Easter
8.00 am
Holy Eucharist
10.30 am

Parish Eucharist

5.30 pm

Evening Prayer

Sunday 26th April 3rd Sunday of Easter
8.00 am
Holy Communion
10.30 am

Parish Eucharist

5.30 pm

Evening Prayer
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Philippians 2: 5 – 11
Matthew 21: 1 – 13
Psalm 118: 1 – 4 & 19 – 24
Matthew 21: 1 – 11
Passion narrative
Psalm 80
Philippians 2: 5 – 11
Matthew 21: 1 – 13
Isaiah 50: 4 – 9a
John 13: 21 – 32
Acts 10: 34 – 43
Matthew 28: 1 – 10
Acts 10: 34 – 43
Matthew 28: 1 – 10
Psalm 114
Acts 10: 34 – 43
Matthew 28: 1 – 10
Acts 2: 14a and 22 – 32
John 20: 19 – end
Acts 2: 14a and 22 – 32
John 20: 19 – end
Psalm 30: 1 – 5
Daniel 6: 6 – 23
Mark 15: 46 – 16: 8
Acts 2: 14a and 36 – 41
Luke 24: 13 – 35
Acts 2: 14a and 36 – 41
1 Peter 5: 1 – 11
Luke 24: 13 – 35
Psalm 48
Acts 2: 14a and 26 – 41
Luke 24: 13 – 35

The Film and Lunch Club
Our March film was ‘A United Kingdom’, described as a true story of a love
that shook an empire, starring David Oyelowo and Rosamund Pike. Set against
the breath-taking backdrops of the African savannah and period London, we
watched the real-life romance of Seretse Khama, King of Bechuanaland, and
Ruth Williams, a London office worker, who married in 1948 in the face of
fierce opposition from their families and the British and South African
governments.
Following a visit to London by three Botswana leaders when tensions escalated
with the Boer settlers from the Transvaal, on the 31st March 1885 the British
Government put Bechuanaland under its protection. In June 1966 Britain
accepted proposals for democratic self government. The 1965 constitution led
to the first general elections and to independence on 30th September 1966.
Seretse Khama, a leader in the independence movement and the legitimate
claimant to the Ngwato chiefship, was elected as the first president of
Botswana, the new name for the country. Re-elected twice, he died in office in
1980.
The flag of Botswana has a light blue field, cut horizontally in the centre by a
black stripe with a thin white frame. The light blue represents water, a precious
resource. The black and white has two meanings. Firstly it symbolises
harmony and cooperation between the peoples of different races who live in
Botswana. They also represent the stripes of the zebra, the national animal of
the country. The currency is the Pula, which in Setswana means rain.

The Film Club, unfortunately has, like all other church and secular events, fallen
victim to the coronavirus epidemic. Due to restrictions placed on us by the
Church of England, the Film Club will not go ahead on the 23rd April as
planned. We hope to be back soon.

Peter Baker
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Retiring Churchwarden
Sunday 15th March 2020, the day of the Annual Vestry Meeting and the day I
retired from my role as Churchwarden. I greatly appreciated all your messages
and cards of good wishes.
My thanks to the previous churchwardens I was pleased to work with, namely,
Ted Williams, Margaret Deacon, Margaret Powell & Mike Harvey, also to
Michael Jones for his assistance.
Thank you to the congregation for their support over the years, those present at
the meeting and all who have gone before. Your support certainly assisted my
duty as Churchwarden.
I remember our Vicars who I have served as Churchwarden, Revd David Ritson,
Revd Peter Ball and Carolyn, not forgetting the Curates based at St Mary’s. My
thanks go to them all for their guidance over the years.
A big thank you to God, who was always there for me, and guided me when I
needed help.
Finally, my grateful thanks to my darling wife for supporting me throughout my
time as churchwarden, even when I seemed to spend more of my time in my
‘second home’.
I give thanks for the years that I have been able to serve the Parish and am
grateful that I did not have to apply for a Faculty to enable me to retire.
Once again my thanks for your kind gifts and cards. I will enjoy shopping for a
gift to remember the day and using the theatre gift token.

Peter
Palm waving
It was Palm Sunday, but five-year-old Jamie stayed at home with mum because
of a bad cold. When his father and sisters returned, they were carrying several
palm fronds. His sister explained: “People held them over Jesus' head as He
walked by.”
“That’s not fair!” Jamie protested. “The one Sunday I don't go, and He shows
up!”
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Rev’d Julie’s Final Service
as our Curate
On Sunday15th March Rev’d. Julie conducted her last communion service as our
Curate before moving on to begin her ministry at Bentley Common, Kelvedon
Hatch and Navestock.

Julie's last Sunday with us was unfortunately marred by the beginnings of the
Covid 19 Pandemic restrictions, so we were unable to have the parish lunch
which had been planned. Her licensing to her new parishes will also not be the
glorious celebration that it should be. Her licensing will take place at +Bishop
John's home with just her husband and one representative from the churches
present. I am sure that, once all the restrictions are lifted, we will be able to
invite Rev’d. Julie and her family back for a celebration here. I also know that
her new parishes and +Bishop John would want there to be a full Installation
service at the church. So the day after Julie left us, I had to cancel the coach
which was to carry us over to Bentley Common for her Licensing.
We were, however, able to present her with some very nice gifts including a
Home Communion Set and a hand-crafted stole depicting aspects of St. Mary’s
Church. The stole was designed and made by Joan Vine, Ros Mercer and Sheila
Hasler and will serve to remind Julie of her time with St. Mary’s.

The Home Communion Set

12

The Home Communion Set is
a gift which will enhance her
ministry and which I know
she will cherish. There is
nothing more valued by a
priest than the opportunity to
share the love and grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ through
the offering of the
Eucharist, whether that is in a
full church or with one or two
people in their home. Jesus,
by the power of the Holy
Spirit, becomes very present
when two or three are

gathered in His name.
We continue to hold Rev’d. Julie, Paul and their family in prayer as they move
and as she begins her ministry in a new place, in difficult times.

Carolyn
A thank you letter from Rev’d. Julie is printed on page 14.

Joan, Ros and Sheila show off
their exquisite creation

13

Dear all,
A massive THANK YOU for the send off you gave me on Sunday! It was so
lovely to see so many faces that I have grown to love over the past 3 3/4 years.
The stole depicting the various images of Broomfield and St Mary with
St Leonard church is beautiful! Thank you to Sheila, Ros and Joan for
designing, stitching and putting it all together. I will wear it with pride, knowing
that everyone has been part of my journey at St Mary’s. In addition, thank you
so much for the beautiful travelling Home Communion set. This is something
that I’ve always wanted and not been able to afford; again, whenever I use this I
will think of all of you! I was overwhelmed with your generosity! Thank you
also for all the beautiful cards and the lovely words within them.
On the day that I moved to Kelvedon Hatch, my Licensing service was cancelled
and I shall now be Licensed privately with Bishop John at his office; there will
be less that 10 of us present. I have been told that one day my Licensing service
will be rearranged and you are all invited to come. So this isn’t goodbye, but
more like, see you at some point hopefully not too far off.

You will always be very dear to me and I thank you for all your love and support
over the years. When we no longer have to self isolate, please know you will
always be welcome to come and visit.
With every blessing

Julie

Christian Aid Week 2020
Sadly the delivery of envelopes this year has had to
be cancelled due to the Covid-19 situation. Whilst
this might come as a relief for some, please be aware
that this will have a huge impact on the work that Christian Aid can achieve as
they will be millions of pounds short unless people continue to contribute in
another way (see letter on page 15).
On-line contributions can be made at https://donate.christianaid.org.uk; cash or
cheques can be left at St Mary’s. Thank you so much.

Trudy
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Message from Christian Aid:
As all of our thoughts are on the Covid-19 situation, we wanted to share an update on
Christian Aid’s response. We value our volunteers enormously and want to ensure you
all keep safe when fundraising for Christian Aid Week. The health and safety of our
community, including loyal supporters like you, is of the utmost importance to us, and
we are monitoring the situation on a daily basis.
Many of you will have been planning house-to-house collections and events. Under the
current circumstances, sadly, house-to-house collections should not go ahead. In
particular, along with many churches, events such as Big Brekkies or Lent lunches,
where food is shared, cannot go ahead. We are looking at alternative ways to virtually
meet, share and pray with supporters over the coming months in the likely absence of
physical church services.
We are working on alternative plans that will allow people to take part in Christian Aid
Week in different, creative ways – by post, by text and online that strengthen our
communities during this challenging time. In addition, we will be providing advice on
managing risks with smaller sponsored activities, street collections and delivery-only
envelopes. Christian Aid Week is our single-most important fundraiser, so we would
welcome your ideas on how we can creatively show love for our neighbours at home and
abroad, as a community.
Christian Aid and our partners already have experience of limiting the spread of infection
during the Ebola crisis, and we will build on this experience to continue to stand together
with communities living in poverty during this period. If infection rates start to develop
as they are in Europe, then people in poorer countries will be hit even harder. Many are
already living with reduced health resilience because of extreme poverty, or in
overcrowded humanitarian camps and in countries which do not have the healthcare
infrastructures needed to combat widespread disease. We will be working on the ground
to help prepare communities to limit the impact of Covid-19. Please pray for us in this
vital work, and support us by making an online donation.
We are praying for all those affected by this new virus, both in Britain and overseas, for
all those working on the frontline and for wisdom for our leaders. We will continue to
monitor the situation as it evolves. During this challenging time, we all need to take
seriously the science and advice being offered, remaining calm but vigilant. If you have
any specific concerns or questions please email us at info@christian-aid.org or call our
helpline on 020 7620 4444.
I am keeping you all in my prayers. With every blessing,

Amanda Khozi Mukwashi, Chief Executive, Christian Aid
For updates from Christian Aid please visit our website and for further information,
please refer to the current advice from the UK government.
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A Curate's Egg
Dear Friends,
Spring cleaning! As the long-awaited Spring sunshine streams through the
windows, I become aware suddenly of the dirt and dust of winter that has
accumulated in every corner of the house. I confess that I’m a poor housewife
but even I am moved to fetch a duster and attempt to improve the situation! I’m
inspired too to start clearing out the winter’s clutter so I open the “bits ‘n bobs”
drawer and make a start. This is the drawer into which everything goes that does
not have a definite home elsewhere and it is full to overflowing. But this is a
hopeless task. Every item has a memory attached or may have a possible future
use and after an hour’s pottering I find myself putting most of the contents back
into the drawer again. My Spring clean and clear-out is not going well!
We are coming towards the end of Lent – that time of the year when we are
supposed to have a spiritual Spring clean and clear-out and I wonder how you
are getting on with this activity? The process of spiritual self-examination and
repentance can be a difficult one and it can lead us into some very dark corners
of our lives. Sometimes we may find that we need to share our spiritual darkness
with a minister or soul-friend because it is not until we put our inner doubts and
shadows into words that we can see them clearly for what they are and can then
pray for Christ’s healing light to shine upon them.
Our lives are like the “bits n’ bobs” drawer – full of memories and experience as
well as promise and potential for the future. Some of our memories will be good,
some bad, but all are part of our story and when we offer them to God they
become part of Christ’s story and the Church’s pilgrimage towards the Kingdom
of God. Our human potential is the material through which God works to make
Himself known in the world if only we will open ourselves up to His loving
purposes.
As we come to the end of Lent and look forward to Holy Week, Good Friday
and Easter we can rejoice that our messy humanity is so loved by God that He
shares our broken existence in the incarnation, and suffers and dies for us on the
cross. In the Risen and ascended Christ our poor humanity is taken up into
heaven and the divine life of the Holy Spirit comes to dwell on earth.
I wish you all a happy and blessed Easter-tide.
With every blessing

Rev’d. Diana
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My visit to the
House of Lords
Pavement parking has a huge impact on
people's lives and their ability to get around
their communities. Motorists may feel they
have no choice but to park on the pavement
and many try to do so in a considerate way,
but the impact on those with visual and
mobility impairments and people with
children is very challenging.
Baron Colin Low of Dalston, who lost his
sight as a three year old, has secured a Private Members Bill in the House of
Lords to extend the current system in London to the rest of England and Wales.
Guide Dogs UK had the opportunity of arranging a drop-in style event in the
River Room at the House of Lords allowing peers and MPs to meet with guide
dog owners, puppy walkers, Guide Dog Staff as well as other people affected by
pavement parking such as wheelchair users and parents with pushchairs.
Our training supervisor had asked for 3 puppy walkers to volunteer to represent
Guide Dogs UK at this event on Tuesday March 3rd and I was quick to accept.
That is a first for me (being quick that is.)
Baron David Blunkett, Baroness Jones of Moulsecoomb, and Baron Hugh Dykes
were some of the supporting members of the House of Lords that I had the
privilege of meeting.
We also met with some wonderful individuals with working dogs, a wheelchair
user, many MPs and the Guide Dog UK Staff, whilst being served a delicious
selection of sandwiches, coffee, tea and cakes.
The most important and best bit was that Gerri behaved beautifully throughout
and I was incredibly proud of her and being part of this amazing organisation.

Karen Paxton
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A Lost Window
In 1876, fifty-five year old John Pound Smith,
after a number of curacies, took up his first post as
a Vicar, in Broomfield. His stay was to be a short
one. Barely two years into his Broomfield
ministry, he died of consumption on 10th October
1878 in the Vicarage and was buried in the
churchyard five days later. A short stay, perhaps,
but he made enough of an impact for a stained
glass window to be given in his memory.
The Chelmsford Chronicle of 3rd January 1879
reports that “a very handsome stained glass
window has just been placed in the church of this
Rev’d. John Pound Smith
parish by Mr Clayton, of the eminent firm of
1821-1878
Clayton and Bell. It is situated at the west end of
the north aisle, and is presented as a memorial of
the late respected vicar, the Rev. J. P. Smith. The window consists of three lights
with tracery above in the Decorated (sic) style. Each of the three lights contains
a full sized figure, and these figures represent respectively the persons of Noah,
John the Baptist, and Moses. In the smaller divisions of the tracery are the
mottos “One God, One Faith, one Lord, One Baptism, “etc (sic). The features of
the persons represented are extremely good, and the workmanship throughout is
of a high class character. At the foot of the window runs the inscription “In
memory of John Pound Smith, late vicar of this parish. He died Oct. 10 1878,
aged 57 years.”
The window, sadly, does not now exist, probably having been destroyed by the
bomb which landed in the churchyard in 1943. Mr Clayton had earlier presented
the east window of the chancel to the Parish Church, dedicated to the memory of
his mother. That window, too, is thought to have been destroyed by the 1943
bomb.
After John Pound’s death, his wife first moved to Hastings St. Leonard and then
to Wanstead. She died in 1908 at the age of 78 and was buried on 24th July in
Broomfield churchyard with her husband.

Alun Powell
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Church Calendar
April 2020
As you will have heard on the news, all corporate acts of worship have been
suspended and the advice we have received as Clergy is to cancel any events
or groups which would encourage those in the most vulnerable groups to
attend.
Therefore the church will not be open for our usual worship.
However, we are going to try to open the church every day for people to
come in and pray. We are also uploading on to our website and our Face
Book page acts of worship and prayer to sustain you through this difficult
time. Every Sunday and on all the feast days there will be worship provided
through these mediums.
Please do email a member of the ministry team if you have any pastoral
needs, or if you just fancy a chat. We will continue to service you in
whichever way we can, whilst ensuring that we follow both Government and
Church of England Guidance
Sunday 5th Palm Sunday
Thursday 9th Maundy Thursday Eucharist in Church
Friday 10th Good Friday
Sunday 12th

Easter Sunday

Sunday 19th

The Second Sunday of Easter

Sunday 26th

The Third Sunday of Easter

May 2020
Sunday 3rd

The Fourth Sunday of Easter

for more details visit our website
www.stmarybroomfield.org
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Don’t break them
There was a very gracious lady who was mailing an old family Bible to her
brother in another part of the country. "Is there anything breakable in here?"
asked the postal clerk.
The lady paused for a moment. "Only the Ten Commandments," she said
politely.

What God looks like
An infants’ teacher was observing her classroom of children while they drew.
One little girl was working away furiously, and so she asked her what the
drawing was. The girl replied, "I'm drawing God."
The teacher paused and said, "But no one knows what God looks like."
Without missing a beat, the little girl replied, "They will in a minute."
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K BOND BUILDING DESIGN

Architectural Services for Residential Properties.
Plans designed for Planning permission and Building Regulation
approvals.
Tel: 01245 248395
Mob: 07770 558622
Www.kbondbuildingdesign.co.uk
E-mail: bndkevin@aol.com
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Your

SHAPE
for God’s Service

Small informal group meetings, enabling people to
discern their gifts for God’s service.
This is a course to help you explore your relationship with God, the gifts
and talents that he has given you and how you can use your own
particular skills and personality in his service. It is a course that is
designed to help members of a church understand and appreciate one
another better, and encourage us all to take a full part in ensuring that
we are all active members of the body of Christ.

18th

The Course will run at St. Leonard’s Hall, Broomfield
at 7pm on Mondays:
May, 1st June, 8th June, 15th June, 29th June and Tuesday 7th July.
Refreshments will be served during the evening.
All are welcome

Covid-19 permitting
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Booking your holiday on the net,
changing your car or house insurance,
or just considering a little retail therapy?
•

If you are then please consider using the easyfundraising route. It is easy,
there’s no cost to yourself and you will give the church’s finances a
significant boost.

•

So far over 31 members of us have signed up and together we have now
raised nearly £1,200. Holiday bookings have been known to raise in the
order of £30!

•

If you are interested in helping church finances in this way please contact me
and we’ll soon have you up and spending.

•

Congratulations and thank you to all those members of the congregation who
have used this method of raising money for the church. Give yourself a pat
on the back. We have now raised nearly £1,200 just by adding a few extra
clicks of the mouse when doing on-line shopping,

Alun Powell

From the Register of Services
March 2020
1st March

Baptism

Sophia Grace Boyd-Shawe
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St. Mary’s
Ladies Group
We had a good number of people present at our February meeting considering
the poor weather. We started with lovely readings and prayers read by our
leader, Sue Cole. She then introduced our speaker, St. Mary’s church member,
Arthur Tear whose talk was entitled “Fun and Fitness for All “.
Arthur explained that he’d had a career change twenty years ago and studied
to become a fitness instructor and personal trainer. He leads a very busy
working life helping lots of people in their search for a better quality of life.
Arthur was assisted by his sister, Joan Vine, along with some good-natured
badinage. Joan is, herself, a very fit lady and was put through her paces, very
nicely, demonstrating various gentle exercises.
We then all joined in with stretches and movements which were manageable
and fun. You don’t have to overdo it to benefit from exercising. It was a very
entertaining evening.

Margaret Powell
PLEASE NOTE that, due to restrictions placed on us by the Church of England the Ladies Group meeting planned for Thursday 23rd April will not now
go ahead.
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Local Electrician
www.electricianchelmsford.co.uk

Do you find it difficult to get someone to
come and do a small job?
Extra Lights Additional Sockets New Fuse Boards
Rewires New Installations
Landlord and Homebuyer inspections

Fault Finding and Repairs

------------------------------Qualified Electrician Fully Insured
Reliable Service Tidy Work
Free Quote Flexible Hours Reasonably Priced
Satisfaction Guaranteed
------------------------

I will assure you of a quick response,
and a reasonably priced service…

Call Steve on:
Mobile number 07943889979
Free phone 080011234616
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St George and Hiccup and
the dragon
Have you seen the film How to Train your Dragon?
It’s set in a Viking village under attack from dragons,
who steal livestock and burn down houses. Hiccup, the
village Chief’s son, invents a machine to capture
dragons. However, when he catches one of the most
dangerous dragons, he cannot kill it, when he sees that
the dragon is just as frightened as he is. Through this
friendship, the people and dragons eventually live in harmony.
This month we celebrate St. George, the patron saint of
England. He is famous for slaying a dragon, a tradition
which became popular in the Middle Ages. Whether he
killed an actual dragon is open to question! However, we
do know that the original George was a Roman soldier at
the time of Emperor Diocletian. He refused to renounce his
faith, as commanded by the Emperor, resulting in his death
on 23 April 303 AD.
The contrast is clear: St. George slayed the evil dragon,
while Hiccup refused to kill one. However, they also have
something important in common. Both acted according to
their conscience, defying the popular understanding of
those around them and not worrying about the personal
cost to themselves. St. George was martyred for standing
up for his faith in Jesus before a pagan emperor, while
Hiccup risked rejection by his father and village because of
his compassion.

St. George as he
appears in our
memorial window

Today, we are still called to stand for Christ against wrongs and injustice in daily
life, whatever the personal cost. However, we also need to be ready to look our
enemies in the eye and meet their hostility with love and compassion. This is
why we also remember this month that Jesus died and rose again, so that we
might have God’s power to do this in our lives.
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People of the Bible
Amos – Amos 7: 14
Amos was a Prophet who has a book named after
him. He lived around the eighth century BC. He was
a keeper of Sycamore fig trees and worked as a
common herdsman in a small town approximately
ten miles south of Jerusalem. He did not come from a family of prophets and
didn’t consider himself to be one. Yet he heard God call to him and he
responded. He lived in Tekoa in Judah but moved to the Northern Kingdom of
Israel during the reign of Jeroboam ll where he prophesied the fall of the
Northern Kingdom. Israel was a very prosperous land at the time but
unfortunately, it was rife with injustice. Amos criticised the extravagance and the
overindulgence of many of its people whilst the poor were being ground into the
dust.
Amos called out for justice and righteousness for the people who had little or
nothing; he just couldn’t tolerate the thought of some having everything while
others had nothing. He was a simple man who had lived a simple life which
made its way into the prophesies he made. He was a kindly man who stood up
for the poor, the weak and those who had no voice. Amos had many dreams
during which God spoke to him. Amos also preached to the people and warned
them to turn back to the God who loved them; he prophesied the fall of the
wealthy and of an earthquake. A severe earthquake did occur around 760 BC.
Point: Amos was just an ordinary working man, and yet he was inspired by his
ability to prophesy, but who would listen to him? However, that didn’t put him
off, Amos obeyed the call and became God’s powerful voice for change.
Opinion: It’s amazing to think that God will call just ordinary people like you
and I to become his voice for change. Could you be like Amos and answer God’s
call? What do you think? e: joan@grabawish.com
Bible Study: If you want to know more about bible classes here at St Mary’s
speak to any of the clergy team.

Joan Vine

e:joan@grabawish.com
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Try our April Sudokus (solutions on page 39)
Easy

Intermediate
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RHP Sports & Social (Bowls) Club Invites You

to take a look at what we have and what we do.
Whether you are male or female, whatever your age, why not give us
a try: Green Bowls, Carpet Bowls, Varied Social Programme
If interested then contact either.
Ian 01245 349212 Andrea 01245 269836 or John 01245 357177
Canterbury Way, St Fabians Drive CM1 2XN.
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Treasure discovered
In Saxon Way!

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

Found at the end of the road
DON’T BE LONELY
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Children's Corner
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Children's Corner
Can you get through this maze?
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Sidespersons
The Archbishops of Canterbury and York have issued advice
that all public worship be suspended until further notice.
PLEASE DO NOT ATTEND
if you are on the rota to act as Sidesperson
until further notice.

Some one-liners…
God grades on the cross, not the curve.
Give God what's right - not what's left.
Man's way leads to a hopeless end - God's way leads to an endless hope.
A lot of kneeling will keep you in good standing.
He who kneels before God can stand before anyone.
To be almost saved is to be totally lost.
Why do we paint Easter eggs? Because it's easier than trying to wallpaper them!

The Lord is my Shepherd
A Sunday school teacher decided to have her young class memorise one of the
most quoted passages in the Bible, Psalm 23. She gave the youngsters a month to
learn the Psalm, but little Charles did not find it easy to memorise much of
anything.
On the day that the children were scheduled to recite Psalm 23 in front of the
congregation, Charles stepped up to the microphone and began proudly, "The
Lord is my Shepherd….” He knew that much, but the rest of the Psalm suddenly
deserted him. So he concluded bravely: “… and that's all I need to know."
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CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST
Andrew Marlow MSSCh MBChA

Treatment in the comfort of your own home

Mobile 07754 700950
e-mail...amarlowfeet@outlook.com

Solution to Sudokus on page 30
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The Church of St. Mary with St. Leonard,
serving God and the people of Broomfield
yesterday, today and tomorrow

for more details visit our website
www.stmarybroomfield.org

